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NEWS RELEASE/INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITY

Date:  1st May 2008
“The English Coast Path – let’s get on with it”
Many thousands of pounds of of taxpayers’ money earmarked to improve access to Britain’s coastline and boost tourism trade could be drained by costly legal disputes, unless the Government acts now.

That’s the warning from access experts at the Institute of Public Rights of Way Management (IPROW).

It follows Natural England’s announcement of a £50m plan to “unlock” access to coastal areas. Nearly a third of the English coast has no public right of access. But the proposal, outlined in its Coastal Access Report, has sparked warnings of costly legal objections by landowners.

IPROW wants more done to address misconceptions about landowners’ liabilities and their fears of falling property prices – and warns that without action, many thousands of pounds could be wasted in unnecessary legal costs and lost business.
IPROW President Alan Ibbotson says: “Around a third of the English coast is off-limits to walkers – making us much worse off than many comparable European countries, including France, Portugal and Denmark.
“When you consider that 12 million visits are paid to the National Trail network each year and that Natural England research shows the 630-mile long South West Coast Path alone generates an estimated £307m a year for the regional economy, this doesn’t make economic sense.”  
The Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors has warned that the proposed changes could send coastal property values falling by as much as 20 per cent because of safety and security issues.  They predicted that landowners, including hotels, golf courses and holiday cottages, would challenge the plans.

But IPROW says expensive confrontation can be avoided. 

“It’s clear the Government must take positive action to avoid litigation and not let fears for property issues prevail. Consultation and negotiation is important here - the Institute of Public Rights of Way has specialist expertise in resolving access and property issues.

“The key is not to let this great opportunity for coastal access be wasted. Our members are engaged in resolving public access issues right across the country.  We recognise the need to work with property owners, expecting very limited liabilities for them in a similar way to those under open access land. 

 “The time is right to address this glaring gap in public access, by allowing the English people and our visitors to enjoy the benefits of walking and relaxing along the coast, in keeping with many other countries worldwide.
“By working together, I am sure that solutions can be found.”
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Notes to Editors

IPROW is the professional body which represents public access professionals in England and Wales.  It is dedicated to raising standards of management, promoting and encouraging good practice and improving communication and co-operation between related bodies.

