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NEWS RELEASE

Date:  22nd July 2008

Don’t lose track of English coast path

Rights of Way professionals offer expertise

Public rights of way experts are repeating their plea for Government to press ahead with £5bn plans to extend access paths around the English coast.

It comes in the wake of today’s call for a rethink from MPs on the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee who want more safeguards for landowners’ and occupiers’ rights.

IPROW President Alan Ibbotson says: “Consultation and negotiation is important and members of the Institute of Public Rights of Way Management have specialist expertise in resolving access and property issues.

“In a recent letter to IPROW, Jonathan Shaw acknowledged the value of our input as members of the Government’s newly announced Stakeholder Working Group undertaking a fundamental review of Unrecorded Rights of Way. 

“The key now is not to let this great opportunity for coastal access be wasted. The time is right to address this glaring gap in public access. Our members are engaged in resolving public access issues right across the country.  We recognise the need to work with property owners, expecting very limited liabilities for them in a similar way to those involved with open access land.  Skillful negotiation by professionals need not imply compensation costs as packages of mutual benefits can be found by working together.”
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Notes to Editors

IPROW is the professional body which represents public access professionals in England and Wales.  It is dedicated to raising standards of management, promoting and encouraging good practice and improving communication and co-operation between related bodies.
