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NEWS RELEASE

Date: 1st August 2008
IPROW launches national rights of way awards

A call has gone out to find the cream of rights of way professionals as the industry’s first national achievement awards are unveiled.

The Institute of Public Rights of Way Management (IPROW) is launching the Right Way Awards, the first “gongs” for people working in rights of way and countryside access in the UK.

Nominations of IPROW members are invited from inside and outside the Institute and can be in recognition of anything from overcoming hurdles or innovative designs for structures to securing essential funding.

Winning projects could cover a diverse range of work – from groundbreaking designs for brand new access routes or innovative methods for securing funding, to improving public access by linking two previously isolated areas of rights of way; from outstanding practice in resolving a dispute to making a significant addition to the definitive map.

Winners will be announced at the 2008 IPROW conference which is to be held in the Victorian spa town of Llandrindod Wells in Wales on September 23 and 24.

IPROW Executive Officer Geri Coop explains: “Ours is a brickbat profession. Rights of way work is, by its nature, a highly critical and contentious area and it’s the officers on the front line who are constantly getting the flak. That doesn’t always reflect the enormous strides that IPROW and its members are making in the drive to raise standards of access management.

“Morale can suffer and people’s confidence dip if all the fantastic work they do goes unrecognised and unacknowledged. The Right Way Awards are being introduced to redress that balance.”

Application details and forms are available online at www.iprow.co.uk/join or from IPROW on 07000 782318 and full details of criteria, nomination and voting procedures are posted on the IPROW website.  Deadline for nominations is August 8.

A shortlist of nominees will be announced later in August.
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Notes to Editors

1.IPROW is the professional body which represents public access professionals in England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.  It is dedicated to raising standards of management, promoting and encouraging good practice and improving communication and co-operation between related bodies.

2. IPROW’s The Right Way Awards were introduced in 2008 to mark significant achievements by IPROW members for service to the public or the profession. Three awards are made at IPROW’s conference in September with final judging by Fellows of IPROW at the conference.

Nomination of an IPROW member for an award can be made by a non-member.  

