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Countryside access experts clinch IPROW accolades
Three rights of way experts have scooped top industry awards in a vote by countryside access professionals from across the country.

Victoria Lloyd, a Senior Rights of Way Officer with Durham County Council, independent consultant Roy Hickey, from Cheltenham-based Public Rights of Way Services Limited and Michael Fowler, Public Rights of Way Officer for Newport City Council were voted national Right Way award winners by members of the newly renamed Institute of Public Rights of Way and Access Management (IPROW).

The trio  beat off competition from 16 other professional rights of way managers and consultants from across England, Scotland and Wales to clinch the gongs from IPROW, the professional body representing people working in rights of way and countryside access.

The Right Way awards, a brand new industry accolade, are the first in the country to recognise groundbreaking work done by IPROW members. The awards were judged at IPROW’s annual conference in the Welsh spa town of Llandrindod Wells, where Nick Elliott from Darlington Borough Council was elected new IPROW President.

Victoria was nominated for the prestigious gong by Durham County Council’s Rights of Way Manager Mike Ogden. He praised her for her work on the production and implementation of “Passionate about Paths” – the Rights of Way improvement plan for county Durham for 2007-11, particularly for her work highlighting the opportunities in exercise, health and sport, and in developing projects with organisations new to rights of way. 

Both Michael and Roy were nominated by Fiona Plane, from the IPROW membership group.  She said: “Michael’s  membership paper made an impact on the group with its in-depth research and impressive levels of detail.

“Roy’s work behind the scenes  for IPROW, where he provides specialist advice, contributes significantly to the membership group and he recently implemented and evaluated a major survey of IPROW members on the government’s proposed review of rights of way legislation.”

Newly elected IPROW President Nick Elliott commented: “To the outside world, rights of way might not seem the most important challenge on the public agenda. But the truth is that the work done by rights of way professionals impacts on almost everyone living in the UK.

“Even as we speak, public and landowners’ rights are being challenged in two important government shake-ups. There is hot debate over controversial government plans to extend public access to our coastal areas, up to a third of which are off-limits to the ordinary visitor; while, perhaps even more significantly, the country is waiting for major review of the Definitive Map legislation which will define public rights of access for generations to come. IPROW is working hard to make sure the expert voice is heard and heeded in both arenas.

“The Right Way awards now provide a public arena in which to demonstrate the levels of professional excellence being achieved by IPROW members and our first three winners’ achievements certainly set a high benchmark for future nominations.”

Nominations for the 2008 Right Way awards were submitted from both inside and outside IPROW and cover a range of projects and achievements, from the launch of a county countryside access plan to the creation of information packs designed to encourage patients to improve their health by making the most of local walks.

Further details of all the nominated people and projects, and more information about IPROW, are available online at www.iprow.co.uk/join or from IPROW on 07000 782318. 
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Notes to Editors

1.IPROW is the professional body which represents public access professionals in England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.  It is dedicated to raising standards of management, promoting and encouraging good practice and improving communication and co-operation between related bodies.

2. IPROW’s The Right Way Awards were introduced in 2008 to mark significant achievements by IPROW members for service to the public or the profession. Three awards are made at IPROW’s conference in September with final judging by Fellows of IPROW at the conference.

Nomination of an IPROW member for an award can be made by a non-member.  

