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NEWS RELEASE: 28th September 2009

Countryside access experts carve a path to national honours

Rights of way experts from Kent, Oxfordshire and Hampshire have won the industry's most coveted accolades.

Three members have been named 2009 Right Way Award winners by IPROW, the Institute of Public Rights of Way and Access Management, the professional body for access professionals in England, Scotland and Wales.

Two further IPROW members were commended for their work.

The awards, announced at IPROW's annual conference at Collingwood College in Durham last week, went to:

· Thomas Bland, Rights of Way Officer, Kent County Council

· Paul Harris, Strategic Countryside Access Officer, Oxfordshire County Council

· Alex Lewis, Rights of Way Officer with Hampshire County Council

Also nominated were:

· Audrey Christie, Senior Rights of Way Officer with Durham County Council

· Rebecca Hoffman, editor of Kent County Council's Explore Kent Magazine

* See the end of this release for individuals' details 

Right Way Awards, introduced in 2008, are the only industry accolades to recognise groundbreaking work done by IPROW members, the professional experts in countryside access and rights of way matters.

IPROW President, Nick Elliott, commented: "This year's winners reflect the dedication and expertise of IPROW members which all too often goes unrecognised.

"With squeezes on public sector budgets and fierce debate over a number of important issues including the controversial Marine Coastal bill which plans to extend access to England's coastal areas, the work of our members takes on new pressures and greater importance.
"IPROW will be working through and on behalf of its members to ensure that the interests of all parties are taken into account, by continuing to make our voices heard by government and other decision makers."

THE 2009 RIGHT WAY AWARD WINNERS 

OXFORDSHIRE 

PAUL HARRIS has worked in countryside access and rights of way, both office based and out in the field, for 15 years. His role as Strategic Countryside Access Officer for Oxfordshire County Council covers management of countryside access, and developing and improving public rights of way and countryside access across the county.

Paul presented the first of IPROW's regional seminars in 2009, looking to explore communication between rights of way officers and planners. He was nominated for his Right Way award by Helen Slade, who was a delegate at the seminar.  She said: "Paul's work, lead to a great deal of ground being covered to the benefit of everyone present."

Paul comments: "Oxfordshire's countryside is a special asset and can be a key reason why people and organisations choose to live and work here. I work with developers and encourage them to integrate their development with the surrounding paths and countryside. As well as giving residents access to green spaces and all the health and social benefits this brings, it also reduces fragmentation of the path network for all users and can even make properties more attractive to potential purchasers.  

KENT: 

THOMAS BLAND works for Kent Countryside Access service where his main responsibility is maintaining and developing the county council's mapping systems.

He joined the authority in 2002, as part of the team involved in promoting Kent's public rights of way. This involved updating guides, producing new walks leaflets and maps and contributing to the new website which launched the Explore Kent brand.

He was nominated by IPROW membership group member Fiona Plane for "Digitising the Definitive Map - Kent County Council's Approach", an original piece of work in support of his application for full membership of IPROW. 

Fiona Plane commented: "Many applicants for Full Membership now choose to submit a piece of work they have already produced during their employment.  It is always interesting when someone makes the effort to produce an original paper.  This review of the work that Kent are undertaking to digitize their Definitive Map is likely to be of interest to many other professionals."

HAMPSHIRE

ALEX LEWIS is  Hampshire County Council 's access team leader, heading up the team working on definitive map work, diversions, extinguishments and traffic regulation orders as well as the wider access agenda and access projects,. Her award recognises her work on a number of initiatives including her work with the Rights of Way Law Review.

Supporting her nomination, her   manager, Andrew Smith, said ""Alex is the very best at what she does, and is nationally recognised and respected for her knowledge, common sense and logical interpretation and application of rights of way law and practice."

DURHAM RUNNER UP

AUDREY CHRISTIE'S award is the culmination of 16 years' working in rights of way.

After launching her career in rights of way at Holderness in the East Riding, Audrey moved to Durham in the mid-Nineties to work on the parish paths partnership. She spent a year as IPROW's training development officer before taking up her current post as senior rights of way officer in County Durham in 1999.

She was nominated by her manager, Mike Ogden for her years of work in training, developing and motivating junior staff at the authority.

He said: Audrey has a very wide role, requiring her to be an expert in nearly everything. She has the ability to act as a one-person Definitive Map team while simultaneously taking the lead on enforcement and maintenance. In particular I'd like to see IPROW highlight her expertise in training, developing, motivating and supporting junior staff, many of whom have been able to develop successful careers in countryside access as a consequence of Audrey's efforts."

Audrey comments:  "I consider myself lucky to be doing a job that I enjoy and with a committed team. I have always wanted to make sure our team is equipped to do its job which can be difficult at times. "

Detailed preparation a catalyst for regional best practice

KENT RUNNER UP

REBECCA HOFFMAN has been blazing a trail for the Kent countryside for six years. She joined the county council initially in 2003 on a two-year contract. Her role was project co-ordinator for an EU-funded cross-border access project.

Rebecca is Kent County Council's "quality champion" for walking, cycling and riding routes and works closely with other organisations such as Visit Kent and other access providers, to manage and develop Kent's network of promoted routes. 

She says: "My aim is to ensure the quality and consistency of routes and information about access to Kent's countryside and coast across the county. I am also trying to forge closer working links with the NFU, Young Farmers, CLA and user groups such as the RA in a bid to meet the needs of all our customers and also make the role of the PRoW Officer much easier."
She was nominated by Waymark editor Mike Furness for her work spearheading Explore Kent is a full colour quarterly magazine which promotes walking, cycling and riding in the county and forms part of a suite of marketing materials promoting the county's access routes.

Mike said: "I think that it is a great example of best practice for promotion of countryside access through this medium." 

-Ends-
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Notes to Editors

1.IPROW is the professional body which represents public access professionals in England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.  It is dedicated to raising standards of management, promoting and encouraging good practice and improving communication and co-operation between related bodies.

2. IPROW's The Right Way Awards were introduced in 2008 to mark significant achievements by IPROW members for service to the public or the profession. Three awards are made at IPROW's conference in September with final judging by Fellows of IPROW at the conference.

3. Nomination of an IPROW member for an award can be made by a non-member
